
 

 



 
 
 

The Adventures of Paul and Marian is the story of two star-crossed lovers making their 
way in the world. It’s also a story about growing up. And a story about parents and 
children. And a story about capitalists and revolutionaries. And a story about finding, 
losing, and then re-finding lost love. And it's a raucous, funny, quirky musical shot entirely 
in a unique and dazzling visual style. In short, it's everything you’ve seen before in a way 
you’ve never seen it before. 
 
The Adventures of Paul and Marian is a REAL independent film, unashamedly creative 
and proud of its bare-bones aesthetic. We are a committed team of film professionals 
dedicated to creating fresh, interesting, high quality work that hasn’t reached your local 
cineplex. 
 

SYNOSPIS 
 
Penniless pool boy (Paul) has eloped with captain of industry's spoiled daughter (Marian), 
and now they're on the lam. Paul quickly realizes he can't support Marian’s opulent 
lifestyle, so he heads out into the world to make his fortune while Marian waits for him. 
  
It's been hours. Paul's Uncle, proprietor of a mail order book business deep in the forest, 
gently suggests that Marian open a book. She opens dozens, and, fired by revolutionary 
fervor, she decides to change the world so that she and Paul can be together. 
  
But Marian's father, a corporate giant known as 'The General,' hasn't changed at all – in 
fact, he’s sent two goons to hunt for his daughter, and they’re closing in fast. 
  
Meanwhile, in the Big City, Paul discovers a hidden business acumen and a taste for the 
rat race. 
  
Meanwhile, Marian has found her calling and determines to bring about violent revolution. 
 
When Paul and Marian meet again, it will be in the company of corporate henchman and 
mad bombers and singing and dancing. How can their love survive? 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
The Adventures of Paul and Marian is my attempt to make a truly fun independent 
movie. Independent and low budget does not need to mean small. With technology 
and talent available to any aspiring filmmaker today, budgetary limitations should 
not mean limiting the scope of your movie.  
 
I wrote the screenplay specifically for a group of actors I’ve worked with in film 
and on stage. I wanted to create roles that allowed them to do the kind of work 
they normally don’t get to do. Likewise, I wanted to create a film that allowed my 
creative team to really stretch themselves. 
 
One of the benefits of being an independent filmmaker is the opportunity to make 
a film entirely on your own terms. Sure, there are significant limitations of time and 
resources for indie filmmakers, but those issues aside, we only have to answer to 
ourselves, and we can take as many creative risks as we like. In fact, I feel that 
independent filmmakers are obligated to be fiercely independent. If we’re not 
going to work with a main-stream budget and significant connections in the 
industry, then we don’t have to follow the rules of those who do, and instead must 
follow our hearts. Our first obligation should be to the art of cinema – we need to 
make the kinds of movies we most want to see, not the kind of movies we think 
people in the industry will buy. 
 
I hope that The Adventures of Paul and Marian is a fresh, interesting film, and that it 
resonates with audiences. In any case, I hope that by choosing to follow my heart 
rather than what I imagine the market might want, I’ve made a fun movie that 
shows just what independent filmmakers can do. 
 
  



 
 

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY 
 
Jay Stern directs and produces film, theater, and radio. Jay's first feature film, an adaptation of 
Middleton and Rowley's The Changeling, opened in New York City in May, 2007. His second feature, 
Spirit Cabinet, was completed in 2013. Jay has produced and directed over 30 short films which have 
played at festivals across the US and Canada, and produced Victor Varnado's feature 
documentary The Awkward Comedy Show, which premiered on Comedy Central and is distributed on 
DVD by New Video. 
 
Jay is also a founder, producer, and co-host of the Iron Mule Short Comedy Screening Series, which has 
been screening monthly in New York since April, 2002. He has directed more than 30 short films, many 
of which have screened across the US and Canada.  
 
Recent theater work includes this summer’s world premieres of Gary Apple’s Hell is for Real at Theatre 
80, and Love is a Cancer directed with Laura Caparrotti at the Appolon Theater in Syros Greece; Alien 
Attack, a new play created and directed with Chang Nai Wen at Teatro Due in Rome, Italy; 20th 
Century Photograph, a new play with a script he created with the cast and co-director Veronica Wigg 
in January 2014 in New York City; Agamemnon, directed with Greek director Ioli Andreadi at the 
Irondale Center in Brooklyn; and The Bardy Bunch (winner of an Outstanding Ensemble award at the 
2011 New York International Fringe Festival), and which was revived for a limited run off-Broadway in 
March, 2014. 
 
Jay is a member of the Lincoln Center Directors Lab and a founder of the World Wide Lab, an 
international festival of director-driven work developed at the Watermill Center, which had its 
inaugural presentation in New York City in the summer of 2012. 
 
Jay is the director of Quicksilver Radio Theater, whose audio dramas have been syndicated 
internationally, and has presented his radio work before live audiences at the Friends of Old Time 
Radio convention, at Galapagos in Brooklyn, and the Paley Center for Media.  
 
Jay holds a degree in writing from Columbia University and an MA from the European Graduate 
School, where he studied with Peter Greenaway, John Waters, Siegfried Zielinski, Claude Lanzmann, 
Jacques Derrida, Agnes Varda, Avital Ronell, and Volker Schlöndorff. 
 

FILMOGRAPHY 
 
FEATURES 
The Adventures of Paul and Marian, director, also script, editing, and producing, 2014 
Spirit Cabinet, director, producer, 2013 
The Awkward Comedy Show, producer, 2008; aired on Comedy Central 2009-2010 
The Changeling, director, adaptation, editing and producing, 2007 
 
SHORTS (selected list) 
Invincible Anti Christ Victory, narrative short, 2013 
Check This Out, music video for the band Mighty Five, 2010 
The Ring of Ultimate Power, narrative short, 2007 
You Make the Call documentary short 
That’s Not Funny narrative short, 2005 
Portrait of the Artist at 16 documentary short, 2004 
Urban Arts narrative short, 2004 
Incredible Voyage to Another Dimension narrative short; 2003 
Iceland Brings the Stupefying Beauty documentary short, 2002 
Lon Chaney III: Man of 1,000 Words narrative short, 2001 
Suffer the Little Children narrative short, 2001 
 



 
 

Starring 
Paul Herbig..................................................Paul 
Marian Brock...........................................Marian 
James Prendergast.......................The General 
Craig Wichman..................................The Uncle 
Ramona Floyd.......................................La Junta 

 
Key Crew 

Jay Stern..........................................writer, director, editor, producer 
Alan McIntyre Smith...................director of photography, producer 
Zach Abramson........................................................................composer 
Sarah Edkins..........................................................production designer 
Olise Forel.................................compositing and background design 
Polina Roytman...........................................................costume designer 
Lorna Ventura.................................................................choreographer 
Arjun Sheth......................................................................sound designer 
Mara Tuleutayeva......................................................................first AD 

 
 
  



 
 

SELECT CAST BIOs 
 
PAUL HERBIG (“Paul”) is a 2015 graduate of the FSU/Asolo Conservatory for 
Actor Training, most recently appearing in the Asolo Repertory productions of The 
Matchmaker, directed by Peter Amster, and Both Your Houses, directed by Frank Galati. 
Before graduate school Paul spent six years in New York City working in off-off 
broadway theatre, and independent film, having leading roles and supporting roles in 
productions of Medea, The Taming of the Shrew, the independent film Spirit Cabinet (also 
directed by Jay Stern), and the New York Musical Theatre Festival production of Blood, 
produced by the interactive theatre group By The Mummers. When he's not acting Paul 
is usually writing music or playing Scrabble. 
 

 
MARIAN BROCK (“Marian”) Films include the feature Love on Ice, The Sent, Fair 
Weather, Spirit Cabinet, the Academy Award winning short God of Love, the music 
video, Likely to Stray, in which she played the lead. Regional work includes Kate in The 
Taming of the Shrew, Juliet in The Eternal Romeo and Juliet, Marie in Woyzeck, and 
Reggie Fluty in The Laramie Project. New York stage credits include 4.48 Psychosis, 
Julius Caesar, Twelfth Night, and A Comedy of Errors. Marian has extensive experience 
in improvisation and is a company member of the National Comedy Theatre. 
 
CRAIG WICHMAN (“The Uncle”) studied with Stella Adler, and has since 
worked in all media. Film: The Devil You Know (title role), The Changeling (Alonzo de 
Piracquo). Television: One Life to Live, All My Children, Law & Order, Kojak. Online: 
videos for the AMC SciFi Dept. and the Unemployed Philosophers' Guild. Audio: 
Founder of Quicksilver Radio Theater (Scrooge, Frankenstein's Monster, Sherlock 
Holmes); Twilight Zone: The Radio Series (opposite Adam Baldwin and Bruno Kirby). New 
York Theater: Off-Broadway, (The Flashing Stream, Julius Caesar); The 
Lark(Warwick), The Beggar’s Opera (Macheath), “Fra Lippo Lippi” (National Arts Club). 

Regional:Twelve Angry Men (Juror #8), Showboat (Steve), Tecumseh! (Lt. Ross).  
 

JAMES PRENDERGAST (“The General”) Recent New York theatre includes the 
off-Broadway revivals of The Eccentricities of a Nightingale; Incident at Vichy; The Late 
Christopher Bean; The Memorandum; and Happy Birthday. Other New York theatre: 
Playwrights Horizons; Ensemble Studio Theatre; Directors' Company; Lark; New 
Georges. He has co-starred with June Allyson and Gig Young in national companies 
of My Daughter, Your Son and Harvey and has appeared with major theatres across 
the country from San Diego's Old Globe to Dorset Theatre Festival in Vermont. Leading 
roles include The Cherry Orchard; Three Sisters; School For Scandal; Born 

Yesterday; Inherit The Wind; ART; The Marriage of Bette and Boo; The Death of A Salesman; Mr. Roberts; The 
Woman In Black; Don't Dress For Dinner; Blithe Spirit; and An Inspector Calls. Television work includes his roles 
on As The World Turns (Eric Masterson); Guiding Light (Darryl Hotchkiss); and All My Children (Sam Solsky); 
and eight appearances on The Late Show With David Letterman. Films include Quiz Show directed by Robert 
Redford; Moscow On The Hudson directed by Paul Mazursky; The Purple Rose of Cairo directed by Woody 
Allen; Stonewall directed by Nigel Finch; and The Changeling directed by Jay Stern. 
 

RAMONA FLOYD (“La Junta”) Films include Woody Allen's The Curse of the 
Jade Scorpion, Jingle Hell, I'm No Stud, Crime of Passion, and Spirit Cabinet. TV credits 
include Law & Order, Wall Street and Third Watch. Floyd has also appeared in 
numerous web videos, including MoveOn.org’s 10 Weeks (directed by John Sayles) and 
two videos for The Onion News Network. Ramona’s off-Broadway credits include the title 
role of Medea, and Pygmalion and The Maids (Jean Cocteau Repertory), The 
Monument(Clockwork Theatre) and Shaw’s Arms And The Man. Regional Theater 
includes Candida, In Chains, La Ronde, Blue Window, Rhinoceros, and The Balcony. Floyd 

has also appeared in over 50 regional/national commercials and voice-overs. 



 
 

 
SELECT CREW BIOs 
 
ALAN MCINTYRE SMITH (director of photography/producer) is a New York based 
cinematographer, director, and producer shooting feature films, music videos, commercials, and TV 
shows. His first of three feature collaborations with director Tim McCann, White Rabbit, premiered 
at the Zurich Film Festival in 2013. The music videos Smith directed and shot have appeared on 
MTV.com, including Jordan JAE’s “Said No One Ever” and Ready Set’s “Love Like Woe.” Smith 
studied filmmaking with the Oscar-nominated/Sundance winner Jill Godmilow at the University of 
Notre Dame. Smith currently shoots several TV shows, including Investigation Discovery’s “My Dirty 
Little Secret,” TLC’s “Four Weddings” and HGTV’s “House Hunters International.” Smith has also 
served as chief lighting technician for the Oscar winning film Taxi to the Dark Side and Oscar-
nominated Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room, as well as the Sundance hit The Station Agent. He 
teaches cinematography at Purchase College, State University of New York and at the Rutgers 
Center for Digital Filmmaking. This is Smith’s third feature with director Jay Stern. 
 
ZACH ABRAMSON (composer) is a New York City based composer, arranger and producer 
specializing in collaborative multimedia works. Zach composed and arranged music for feature 
films (The Adventures of Paul and Marian and American Bomber), the web-series Realm of LARP as 
well as new theatre works (Mighty Five’s Infinite Funk Odyssey, Bombshell Baby!). Along with his 
collaborations in dramatic media, Zach also produced music for bands and songwriters such as 
Space Fight, Urban Sun and The Great Apes and is an associate producer for Brooklyn-based 
studio YouTooCanWoo. With long-time collaborator Derek Muro, Zach has composed. produced 
and arranged music under the moniker Mighty Five since 2005.  After the release of their first LP 
Vortexx in 2008, Mighty Five has gone on to compose and arrange music for choreographer Jesse 
Beck, collaborate with French DJ Goldenbug, remix music by electro duo French Horn Rebellion 
and compose the music for Mighty Five’s Infinite Funk Odyssey, a full-length dance party/musical, 
which premiered in Austin, TX during the summer of 2011. In June 2012, the musical was 
workshopped at the Yale Institute for Music Theatre with Tony award-winning director John Rando, 
musical director Jason DeBord (Broadway’s Rent, Urinetown, Legally Blonde, etc.) and a cast of 
Broadway veterans. Zach received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at the Manhattan School 
of Music, where he studied with Richard Danielpour and Nils Vigeland. 
 
SARAH EDKINS (production designer) After working in London as a puppeteer, Sarah 
attended Falmouth School of art, in Cornwall, where she received a BA degree in Fine Art. After 
graduating, taking advantage of dual nationality, she moved to San Francisco. There she got 
involved in theater; designing, assisting and scenic painting. She also worked as a mural artist and 
to make ends meet, she was a  house-painter and short order cook. She came to New York to 
attend Tish school of the Arts, where she obtained a masters degree in Theater arts. In 1991 she 
was awarded an NEA TCG designers fellowship grant. Since graduating, she has worked 
consistently with those engaged in experimental theater. She has frequently been invited to 
participate in the Lincoln Center Directors Lab, where she has enjoyed collaborating with and 
meeting many of our more adventurous directors, including Jay Stern. Last year one of these 
collaborations took her to Athens, Greece to continue development of an original work staged 
there, with Ioli Andreadi. In the New York area she has worked in the less traditional theater 
spaces such as La Mama, The Ohio, The Kitchen and HERE. Sarah also works as a teaching artist at 
various schools around NYC. She has ongoing work as an event designer and installation Artist.  
  



 
 

 

	
Marian (Marian Brock) and Paul (Paul Herbig) face off against the forces that threaten to keep them apart. 

	
	

	
Director Jay Stern on set with Paul Herbig (Paul) and Marian Brock (Marian) 

	


